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New Editors Named to Plant Disease
Three new senior editors recently joined the Plant Disease Editorial Board. To acquaint APS 
members with the new board members, brief biographies are presented.

Craig R. Grau, senior editor, is a professor in the Department of Plant 
Pathology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he has held 
research, extension, teaching, and administrative assignments since 1976. 
He earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees in plant pathology from Iowa State 
University and his Ph.D. degree in plant pathology from the University 
of Minnesota. He spent 1 year as a research associate at North Carolina 
State University. Research and extension interests include etiology and 
pathogen detection, disease resistance, pathogen ecology, and development 
of disease management systems. His research has involved fungi, bacteria, 
nematodes, and viruses on agronomic, forage, and vegetable crops, with 
emphasis on legumes. He has taught a course on introductory plant 
pathology and a graduate summer field course. He has served on APS 
committees, was an associate editor for Plant Disease from 1984 to 1986, 

twice has served as president of the North Central Division of APS, and is an APS fellow.

Mark E. Hilf is a research plant pathologist at the USDA, ARS U.S. 
Horticultural Research Laboratory (USHRL) in Fort Pierce, FL. He 
received a B.S. degree in genetics from the University of California at 
Berkeley, an M.S. degree in plant pathology from the University of 
Georgia at Athens, and a Ph.D. degree in plant pathology from the 
University of California at Riverside. His graduate work examined genetic 
determinants of host range in tobamoviruses. He began studies on citrus 
pathogens as a post-doctoral associate when the USHRL was based in 
Orlando, FL, and joined the staff as a research plant pathologist when 
the station moved to its present location in Fort Pierce. His research 
focuses on graft-transmissible diseases of citrus, primarily virus and 
viruslike pathogens, including research on genetic variability, screening 
for resistance in citrus cultivars, vector transmission, and etiology. Prior 
to joining Plant Disease as a senior editor, he served on the APS Virology Committee and also 
as chief editor for the Proceedings of the 16th Conference of the International Organization of 
Citrus Virologists (IOCV). Currently, he is chief editor for the proceedings from the 17th IOCV 
conference.

Debra Ann Inglis, senior editor, is just completing her appointment 
as interim director/assistant dean for Washington State University’s 
(WSU) Northwestern Washington Research & Extension Center near 
Mount Vernon, WA, where she oversaw the recent vitalization of the
60-year-old center. Completion of a new $8-million Agricultural Research 
and Technology building, a successful $2.25-million capital campaign, 
and significant increases in new programs and faculty recruitment 
were hallmarks of her efforts, along with those of WSU and numerous 
community partners. Inglis was a Ph.D. graduate student of R. James 
Cook when he chaired the APS Committee in 1978 to redesign Plant 
Disease Reporter and created the foundation of today’s successful Plant 
Disease format. Inglis, a vegetable pathologist, published her first paper in 
the first edition of Plant Disease in January 1980. n
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Public Policy Board 
Welcomes Second 
Early Career Intern, 
Angela Records

The APS Public Policy 
Board (PPB) welcomes 
Angela Records, 
a Ph.D. student in 
the Department of 
Plant Pathology & 
Microbiology at Texas 
A&M University 
(TAMU), as the 
second PPB early 
career intern. A native 
of Texas who grew 
up in Las Vegas, NV, 

Records did her undergraduate work in biology 
at Baylor University and her M.S. work in 
biological sciences with James Alfano at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. At TAMU, she 
is working in the laboratory of Dennis Gross. 
In addition, she is a member of the TAMU 
Graduate Women in Science, serves as president 
of the Plant Pathology Graduate Student 
Association, is a mentor in the Aggie Women in 
Leadership, and was an invited participant in 
the Aggie Leadership Conference.

Records has been a member of APS since 2003, 
serving on the APS Bacteriology Committee, 
the APS Foundation (ex officio), and the APS 
Graduate Student Committee (chairing the 
latter in 2005–2006). She has been awarded 
the APS Council Award (2007), the APS I.E. 
Melhus Award (2006), and the TAMU Plant 
Pathology Graduate Student Excellence Award 
(2005). She also is a member of the American 
Society for Microbiology.

Because of her interest in working with 
students, our newest PPB intern aspires to be 
a university faculty member—but one with a 
voice in public policy. Issues of climate change 
and global warming have captured Records’ 
interest, and she hopes to be in a professional 
position in which she can become involved 
in developing reasonable policies to manage 
such issues. During her internship experience, 
Records will focus on PPB priority initiatives 
in microbial genomics and plant pathology 
education; lessons learned and experience on 
the board will be applicable in her later efforts 
related to the environment. Records’ goal was 
well-articulated in her application letter: “I 
would like to better understand the legislative 
system so that I may one day serve as a liaison 
between scientists and lawmakers.” During the 
coming year, Records will join the monthly PPB 
conference calls and participate in the annual 
spring meeting trip to Washington, DC, where 
she will assist the PPB in bringing issues of high 
APS priority to the attention of federal agency 
administrators and congressional staff. n
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