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The APS Public Policy Board (PPB) welcomes Maritza Abril, a post-
doctoral researcher at Louisiana State University, Department of 
Biological Sciences, Baton Rouge, as the third PPB early career intern. 
A native of Colombia, and a member of APS since 2000, Abril earned 
her M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in biological sciences with an emphasis 
in plant pathology and mycology under the direction of Kenneth 
Curry at The University of Southern Mississippi. She documented the 
invasion of strawberry petioles and stolons by Colletotrichum spp. at the 
ultrastructural level while pursuing her master’s degree. She was directly 
involved in testing new fungicides derived from natural sources for control 
of strawberry anthracnose during her doctoral research project. 

During her internship experience, Abril will focus on the PPB priority 
of increasing funding support for agricultural research. Abril’s vision in this regard was well 
articulated in her application letter: “A strong agricultural infrastructure can only be maintained 
when governmental agencies are willing to support financially both basic and selected aspects of 
applied research. Basic research provides information needed to keep applied research successful. It 
is vital to the long range health of the agricultural industry. Applied research in areas that are only 
marginally profitable, but necessary to maintain a diversity of crops, requires government support to 
supplement industry. My own experience with fungicides for small fruit crops made me aware of the 
prohibitive costs associated with fungicide development and how protection for small production 
crops in general could lag behind large field crops without government support.” 

During the coming year, Abril will join the monthly PPB conference calls and 
participate in the annual spring meeting in Washington, DC, where she will assist 
the PPB in bringing issues of high APS priority to the attention of federal agency 
administrators and congressional staff. n

Maritza Abril

Public Policy Update
Public Policy Board Welcomes 2008-2009 Early 
Career Intern, Maritza Abril

National Workshop 
Held on New 
Virulences in Wheat 
and Barley Stem Rust
In 1999, high severities of stem rust caused by 
Puccinia graminis f. sp. tritici were observed 
on previously stem rust–resistant wheat lines 
in Uganda. This new race, labeled Pgt-Ug99, 
was subsequently shown to attack the stem 
rust resistance genes Sr31 and Sr38, which 
were previously effective. Since then, similar 
virulences have been confirmed in Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Yemen, and Iran, indicating that this 
new race, or its derivatives, has spread within 
North Africa and into the Middle East. 

In response to the recent movement of Ug99 
into the Middle East and the threat of eventual 
introduction into North America, three USDA 
agencies organized a National Workshop on 
New Virulences in Wheat and Barley Stem Rust, 
facilitated by The American Phytopathological 
Society (APS) in March 2008 in Baltimore, 
MD. The cooperating USDA agencies were the 
Cooperative State Research, Education and 
Extension Service (CSREES), the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), and 
the Agricultural Research Service (ARS). The 
purpose of the workshop was to obtain input 
from organizations concerned with preparations 
for the possible introduction of new races of 
wheat stem rust into North America. More than 
45 scientists and stakeholders with knowledge 
in critical fields of wheat germplasm resources, 
wheat genetics, wheat and pathogen genomics, 
fungal pathogen biology, disease management, 
and predictive modeling participated in the 
workshop, reviewed the current status of 
protective measures for stem rust in the United 
States, and reached agreement to develop a 
strategic action plan for stem rust research and 
response. 

In addition to experts from the three USDA 
agencies and representatives of U.S., Canadian, 
and Mexican federal agencies concerned 
about Ug99, participants included leading 
disease and crop breeding experts from land-
grant universities and representatives from 
the National Wheat and Barley Improvement 
Committees, National Associations of Wheat 
and Barley Growers, North American Millers 
Association, U.S. Wheat Associates, North 
American Grain Export Association, American 
Malting Barley Association, National Plant 
Board, Borlaug Global Rust Initiative, and 
North American Plant Protection Organization.

The anticipated outcome of the workshop is a 
national action plan for the coordination and 
integration of wheat stem rust response, which 
will outline research goals and objectives and 
make recommendations regarding outreach and 
communication, guidance for safe movement 

November 2008
1	 APS Awards nominations due. www.apsnet.org/members/awards/closing.asp
3	 International Travel Award applications due. www.apsnet.org/members/oip/travel.asp

December 2008
15	 Proposals for John and Ann Niederhauser Endowment (JANE) Award due. 
	 www.apsnet.org/foundation/JANE.asp
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