Distinguished Service Award

The Distinguished Service Award honors individuals who have provided sustained outstanding leadership to the Society, while

also furthering the science of plant pathology.
James F. Tammen

James F. Tammen was born in
Sacramento, California, on February
27, 1925. From 1943 to 1945, he served
in the U.S. Army Corps, where he
advanced to navigator-bombardier and
completed 35 missions of heavy bom-
bardment in the European Theater. In
1945, he attended Sacramento College
as a freshman, then transferred to the
University of California, Davis, and
later went to Berkeley from which he
received a B.S. degree in plant science
| with an option in plant pathology, with
honors, in 1949, In 1947, he married

8 Marilyn L. McDonald. They have two
daughters and four grandchildren.

Dr. Tammen’s first job was as a junior plant pathologist for
the California Bureau of Plant Pathology at Riverside; he worked
primarily on the diagnosis of the quick decline virus in citrus.
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He soon realized, however, that he needed more training, so in
1950 he enrolled in the graduate program in plant pathology
at the University of California, Berkeley, where he worked on
Fusarium roseum and the diseases it causes in wheat and
carnation. He was awarded the Ph.D. degree in January 1954,
Upon graduation, Dr. Tammen worked as plant pathologist
and, later, as chief of the Plant Pathology Laboratory, the State
Plant Board of Florida, Gainesville, with responsibility for clinical,
regulatory, and extension aspects of the diseases of ornamental
plants. In 1956, Dr. Tammen moved to the Department of Plant
Pathology at The Pennsylvania State University, where he
advanced through the ranks of assistant, associate, and full
professor and, in 1965, to head of the department. In 1976, Dr.
Tammen moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he served as
dean of the College of Agriculture until 1981. At that time, he
became president of Oglevee Associates, Inc., an international
corporation dealing with the development and licensing of new
technologies and products pertaining to the pathogen-free
production of vegetatively propagated horticultural and



floricultural crops. From 1986 to 1989, he served as research
scientist and director, Technology Transfer Office, Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida, with
primary responsibility for the transfer of technology from the
public to the private sector. In 1989, he returned to State College,
PA, as a research scientist in Advanced Horticultural Systems;
he is again involved in production of pathogen-indexed
floricultural crops. He also serves as adjunct professor of plant
pathology at Penn State, where he occasionally teaches.

Dr. Tammen’s contributions to plant pathology and to
agriculture have been numerous and varied. His research on
diseases of floricultural crops resulted in numerous refereed and
popular publications. His administrative abilities as department
head helped transform the Department of Plant Pathology at
Penn State University from a relatively small department to one
of the largest and better departments in the country. As dean
of the College of Agriculture at the University of Minnesota,
he designed and implemented a faculty salary enhancement
program, strengthened the faculty performance evaluation and
reward system for assigned activities in teaching, research, and
extension, including recognition and reward for international
aspects of these activities, and obtained the first continuing state
funding of international agricultural programs from the
Minnesota legislature. As president of Oglevee Associates, he
became involved with the commercial production and marketing
of pathogen-indexed pelargoniums, a business that grew from
his early work at Penn State. Among his key contributions was
the development of an innovative system for the production of
pathogen-indexed Easter lilies. As director of Technology Transfer
for the University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences, he pioneered efforts to strengthen the partnership with
the agricultural industry through proprietary, for-profit
collaborative research programs.

All along, Dr. Tammen has been a sought after speaker and
lecturer at various meetings, seminars, and symposia relating to
the various positions he has held. For these efforts he has been
awarded the American Carnation Society Research Award, the
Award of Distinction of the International Geranium Conference,
and a U.S. patent for “Process for the Production of Lilium
Species.” The American Phytopathological Society also
recognized the special qualities of and outstanding contributions
to the profession by Dr. Tammen by electing him an APS Fellow.

Dr. Tammen has been an active and supportive member of
The American Phytopathological Society throughout his career.
He has served on numerous APS committees, including the
Committee for Long Range Planning, Sustaining Associates
Committee, and the Special Committee for the Plant Doctor

Degree. He has served as chairman of the Committee for
Epidemiology and Meteorology and was the organizer and
chairman of the Committee for Public Responsibilities and also
of the Past Presidents Committee. Dr. Tammen was elected
councilor of the Northeast Division of APS (1968-1970),
councilor-at-large of APS (1970-1972), and then vice president,
president-elect, and president of APS (1972-1975). He also served
as an organizer and chairman of the Inter-Society Consortium
for Plant Protection, as co-chairman of the Program Committee
of the Ninth International Congress of Plant Protection, as a
member of the Editorial Board of the Annual Review of
Phytopathology, and as associate editor of Plant Disease. In every
committee and in each capacity he served, Dr. Tammen brought
enthusiasm, strong support of new ideas, public relations skills,
and a “can-do” attitude that became contagious to everybody
around him. For these reasons, his efforts and the efforts of those
associated with him were often synergistic.

One of Dr. Tammen’s greatest contributions to APS has been
his role in establishing the APS Foundation. He served first as
a member of the Special Committee for an APS Endowment
Fund, which was established in 1984. The Special Committee
recommended the formation of the APS Foundation and this
was approved by the APS membership in 1986. Dr. Tammen
was elected the first chairman of the APS Foundation and
immediately, with the help of the Foundation Board members
and the APS executive vice president, started organizing both
the fundraising activities of the Foundation and the ways in which
Foundation funds would be used to “make a difference” through
projects of the Foundation, including the Genesis Program, which
recognizes and promotes creative and innovative ideas in research,
teaching, and extension; the Program for Enhancement of
Graduate Education; and the Program to Enhance International
Activities. Dr. Tammen worked tirelessly to organize and promote
an APS Foundation Endowment-APS Building Fund Drive with
a goal of $500,000 over five years. A good part of this goal had
been achieved by August 1991, when Dr. Tammen completed
his fifth year as chairman of the APS Foundation and turned
the chairmanship over to his successor, Dr. B. G. Tweedy.

Today, The American Phytopathological Society thanks Dr,
Tammen by honoring him with the Award of Distinguished
Service. Dr. Tammen has served our profession and our Society
as a professional plant pathologist, as a superb, dedicated
colleague, as a capable administrator, and as a talented pathfinder
of new ideas and goals for our Society. We owe him a great
deal of gratitude for his time, effort, and dedication to our Society.
Thank you Dr, Tammen. Congratulations. And, all the best from
all of us.





